
DOVE  
(Abuse Assessment Screen)  



Domestic Partner Violence 

• In the United States, 52% of all women have 
experienced some form of physical or sexual 
violence during their lifetime, from intimate 
partners as well as strangers (United States 
Department of Justice, 2001). 

• Four main types: 
– Physical violence 

– Sexual violence 

– Threats of physical or sexual violence 

– Psychological/emotional violence 



Domestic Partner Violence 

• Most women will not voluntarily report incidents 
of domestic violence or intimate partner 
violence.   

• Even when asked sensitively, many will hesitate 
to disclose being abused, due to fear of 
retribution, shame, concerns that their disclosure 
will lead to further negative repercussions, such 
as deportation for immigrants or the placement 
of their children in foster care.   

 



Why is it important for home visitors 
to know about domestic violence? 



Domestic Violence negatively impacts 
home visitation program outcomes 

• Maternal health 

• Pregnancy outcomes 

• Children’s cognitive and emotional 
development and physical health 

• Parenting skills 

• Family safety 

• Social support 



Women who talked about the abuse 
have been shown to be: 

• 4 times more likely to use an intervention 

• 2.6 times more likely to exit the abusive 
relationship 

 

 

 
• McClosky et al, 2006 





DOVE (A.A.S.) 
  

• Administration Timeframe 

– 4 months after enrollment 

– Then annually 

• Establish rapport first! 

• Comfort meter 

– Draw a comfort meter 

– On the left end of the meter is “not at all 
comfortable” 

– On the right end of the meter is “very comfortable” 



Comfort meter 

• Comfort levels within initiating conversations 
with mom about domestic violence 

• Feelings of frustration and stress when 
working with clients experiencing domestic 
violence 

• Concerns about personal safety when working 
in homes where domestic violence may 
escalate 



Recognizing Domestic Violence: Red Flags 

• Failure to keep appointments 

• Nervous when interviewed about 
relationships 

• Unable to conduct interview without partner 
present 

• Unexplained injuries, especially during 
pregnancy 

• Depression and anxiety 

 



Discuss Concerns 

• Recognize and watch for signs of domestic violence. 

• If you believe you are observing such signs, bring these 
to the immediate attention of your supervisor and 
discuss these concerns at staff meetings.  

• This is especially important in cases where children are 
involved because there are special considerations that 
need to be taken into account with regard to 
boundaries between intimate partner abuse and child 
maltreatment as well as with regard to important 
protective steps for battered women if child 
maltreatment must be reported. 

 



Immediate Safety Protocol 

• Discuss with your home visiting staff, specific protocol. 

• Suggestion:  If you have reason to believe that 
someone is in danger of immediate and serious harm 
due to partner violence, get to the nearest safe place, 
from which you can place an emergency call and then 
immediately call your supervisor for support.  

• There are reporting laws regarding threats or reported 
threats of serious bodily harm and/or death to specific 
individuals and you should be prepared to call 911 and 
provide appropriate information if such a situation 
presents.  

 



Follow up 

After screening and assessment, several factors 
should be taken into consideration: 

• Immediate safety 

• Need for further assessment 

• Need for medical intervention 

• Need for psychological intervention 

• Need for social service intervention 

• Need for documentation and/or reporting  





Safety Plan 

• Important phone numbers to keep 
– Police: 911 

– National toll free hotline for IPV: 1-800-799-SAFE 

– Local resources 

• Escape plan 
– Create an escape route 

– Create an escape bag 

– Inform trusted others 

– Open own bank account 



Personal safety strategies for home 
visitors 

• Meet with the mom at the office if the situation does 
not feel safe 

• Establish check-in times with the home office 
• Park the front of your car pointed towards exit 
• Observe and listen before entering a household 
• Do not enter the household until you see the mom at 

the door 
• Position yourself near the door/exit in the home 
• Have emergency numbers programmed into your cell 

phone and set on auto-dial 
• Wear comfortable clothes, no heels 
 





Consent to 
Share 

Information 


